10 Easy ways to make your Wedding GREEN
1. ECLECTIC! Borrow everything you can and reuse it! Ask your friends and family if you can “go shopping” in their home or backyard. You’ll return everything of course. Consider having guests bring their own chairs!

2. INVITATIONS: Reduce paper by sending an email Save-the-Date or invitation to your computer savvy guests. Make a wedding website for guests to reference with regard to wedding details. 
3. FOOD: Hire a caterer who uses local growers and farmers for supplies. Organic is a bonus! You’ll know your food is fresh, plus you are stimulating the local economy. 

4. FLOWERS: if you have enough time, consider planting your own blooms, at least for centerpieces and decoration, or take the bridal party out to a U-Pick Nursery after the rehearsal

5. FAVORS: Offer guests a flower or tree of their own to take home and plant. They can watch it grow and be as beautiful as the love the two of you share. Centerpieces can be put to a double use if you give them away as gifts after the wedding. 

6. BEVERAGES: Place a pitcher of water on each table with glasses for drinking. Guests can refill their own glasses and there are no water bottles, or caps lying around. Ask the caterer to provide sodas and tonics from a fountain and not cans; also use glassware to eliminate waste. 

7. BRIDAL ATTIRE: Consider renting a beautiful, gently used or pre-owned dress for your Big Day. Ask your mother, sister, maid of honor, or other cherished friend if you could borrow hers. I’m sure she would love to see it in action again! If you must purchase your own, save it for your friends or daughters, or donate it to a salon for future rental use. 

8. SERVINGWARE: Opt for actual silverware and dishes that can be reused again and again. They are easy to rent. Though it may seem like a pain, having sustainable serving ware really reduces the amount of waste left at a wedding. Rent glassware and linen napkins as well. Bonus: compost any food leftover on the plates!
9. TRANSPORTATION: Encourage carpooling or have your wedding at a centralized location where buses and mass transits are easily accessible. Inquire if your guests’ hotels will run a shuttle to and from your venue. Bikers and walkers get brownie points!

10. GUESTS: It truly is in the numbers. The more people you have on your guest list, the more people you have traveling, producing waste and treading. Tell your friends and family that you want your Big Day to leave the smallest carbon footprint possible, and to do that you are keeping your guest list small. 
